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The CARICOM Competition Commission (CCC) proudly congratulates its Chairman, the Hon. 
Justice Christopher Blackman, on being awarded the Order of Freedom of Barbados. The 
announcement, made in the National Independence Day Honours List, recognises Chairman 
Blackman for his distinguished judicial career and exemplary contributions to Barbados and the 
wider Caribbean region. 
 
The Freedom of Barbados, one of Barbados’s highest national honours, is conferred on 
individuals who have rendered distinguished and extraordinary service to Barbados, the 
Caribbean, the Caribbean Diaspora, or humanity at large. Justice Blackman’s recognition is a 
testament to his unwavering commitment to justice, leadership, and regional development. 
 
Justice Blackman has served as Chairman of the CCC’s Board of Commissioners with distinction 
for the past 6 years, guiding the CCC’s work in fostering fair competition and consumer protection 
across the CARICOM Single Market and Economy. His tenure has been marked by a dedication 
to strengthening regional frameworks and promoting economic equity. 
 
As we celebrate this momentous achievement, the CCC also prepares to bid farewell to Chairman 
Blackman as he steps down from his position at the end of December 2024. His successor, former 
Pro Vice Chancellor of the University of West Indies, Prof. Emeritus Andrew Downes, will assume 
the role of Chairman of the Board of Commissioners in January 2025. The CCC looks forward to 
building on the strong foundation laid under Justice Blackman’s chairmanship as it continues its 
mission to promote competition and protect consumers throughout the CARICOM region. 
 


